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Our Purpose:   
Knowing, 

Loving, and 
Serving God 

and Others in 
Unity          

                         PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
Merry Easter Fools’ Day 

A pastor was working with the young Sunday school children 

and asked them about the meaning of Easter.  

“Children,” she said, “Do you know why we celebrate Easter?” 

A little one raised her hand and asked, “Is that when we wear 

costumes and go door to door getting candy?” 

“No, that is Halloween,” replied the pastor. 

“Is it when we set off fire works?” shouted an excited one. 

“No, that is Independence Day,” sighed the pastor. 

A shy child near the back of the room quietly stated, “Easter is 
when Jesus died.” 

Relieved that the lesson was back on track, the pastor 
responded, “That’s right! And what happened to Jesus that 

makes Easter special?” 

“Well, he died and got buried. And every Easter he comes out. 
And if he sees his shadow, there’s six more weeks of winter.” 

That isn’t quite the way it works. But the resurrection was the 
best joke that God played on those in power at the time of 

crucifixion. The religious leaders thought they had stemmed 
change and those in government felt that their reign was secure. 
Then God did the unexpected. Jesus was raised. He overcame 

death! Surprise! New life! 

Easter always falls on the first Sunday following the first full 
moon of the spring equinox, so while the day of the week, 
Sunday, stays the same, the date can vary by almost six weeks. 

This year Easter falls on 1 April. Yes, April Fools’ Day -- a 
combination that hasn’t happened since 1956. So, we have a 

fresh opportunity to be fools for God this year. 

“Jews ask for signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 

preach Christ crucified, which is a scandal to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles.     

LAMPLIGHTER 
        DAVIDSONVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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But to those who are called—both Jews and 

Greeks—Christ is God’s power and God’s 

wisdom. This is because the foolishness of 

God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than human 

strength.”  
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Resurrection means that the worst thing is not 

the last thing. When the disciples met the risen 
Christ, they were filled with wonder, fear, and 

renewed vigor. Wonder because it was so 
unexpected. Even though the scriptures and 

Jesus had hinted at what would happen, they 
didn’t expect it. Fear, in both senses of the 

word; afraid and a deep respect for our Lord. 
Each visit Jesus began, “Peace, do not be 

afraid,” and then they are filled with an 
appreciation of his power and love. Jesus 

always left them filled with vigor to go and 
share his message of forgiveness and new life. 

This Easter season, may you be filled with the 
resurrection Spirit and become a merry Easter 
fool for Christ. 

 

Blessings, 

 
Pastor Wendy 

 

 

 

A way to invest in our neighbors! 
Buzz Off is an event designed to empower organizations, ministries, people, and projects within the 
community of Davidsonville/ Edgewater. Funds will be raised through the Buzz Off campaign 

which will be invested directly into our community.  DUMC members are sacrificing their beards 
and hair to promote community engagement. People can donate to the campaign to invest in our 
neighbors or to simply see some beards buzzed off.  

We are Buzzing Off on Sunday, 29 April at 1 p.m. during an Ice Cream Social. During the 
social, volunteers who have sacrificed their hair will announce the allocation of funds to various 

organizations, ministries, people and projects that submitted requests to the campaign.  

How to get involved: 

1. Donate funds to the Buzz Off campaign. You can give on Sunday morning by adding it to your 
offering with a notation that your gift should go towards "Buzz Off,” or you can make an on-line 
donation through our website.  

2. Submit a request to receive funds. Anyone within our community who could make use of funds 
to invest in our neighbors can apply. Applications are due 15 April. You can pick one up from the 

office or download it from our website. 

3. Donate your beard or hair towards the cause. Buzzing Off is a great way to show that DUMC 
members have a burning desire to invest in our community.  

4. Join us on Sunday, 29 April for an Ice Cream Social.  
 

The number of grants we support will depend of the success of the campaign, so let’s Buzz Off. 

BUZZ 

OFF 
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The Council held its annual planning retreat in January at the Smith’s home, and Council meetings were 
held in February and March.  The next Council meetings will be on 16 April and 21 May at 7 p.m.  

 

 The Council’s actions are intended to Make Disciples according to God’s plan 

 The Finance Committee and Treasurer have reported the church is financially sound.  If you 
would like further details, you make ask Lee Matousek or Paula Tidwell. 

 The Council approved a part-time summer intern at minimum wage (about 1,000 hours) to assist 
in the office including when Sara is on vacation.  SPRC, working with Pastor Wendy and Jackie, 

has announced the position.  A portion of the intern’s time could be unpaid community service. 

 The Worship Committee is planning for outdoor services in the Green Cathedral and is 

considering when to begin.  They will be seeking input regarding a May or June start date.  For 
those who don’t want to walk down the gravel path, you may always park outside the tree line at 
the bottom of the hill on the right side as you face the altar and walk over the concrete sidewalk to 

the benches.  To keep the worship area green, cars will be parked behind the tree line. 

 CCDC is operating well and is at capacity.  Working with the Trustees, there will be some wall 

painting, a sun shade added in the playground, and a storage shed added. 

 There’s an upright piano in the Parlor that’s going to be discarded.  We understand it can’t be 

tuned properly, but if you want it, you should see Bob Waddell soon. 

 The Trustees are working on several projects to be completed this spring: 

o   Seal coating and restriping the parking lot 
o   Painting the exterior of the building 
o   New sound system and electrical for the Green Cathedral 

o   Replacing Fellowship Hall lights with LED lights 

 The Council reviews the church calendar regularly in an effort to keep updated and avoid conflicts 

with dates.  The calendar on www.DUMC.net is the official church calendar maintained by the 
office.   Some upcoming events include:  

o  16 April - Council Meeting 7 p.m. 
o  26 May - Strawberry Festival 

o  27 May  –  16 September -   No Sunday School 
o  20 June -- Blood Drive - 1:30-7 p.m.    
o  18 – 22 June -  VBS at Holy Family  - 5:30-8 p.m. 

o  11 August - Peach Festival 
o  23 September - Sunday School Promotion Sunday 

o  20 October (or rain date 10/27) - Bonfire at Hopkins Farm 
o  2 December -  Church-wide Christmas Decorating 

The Council will continue to offer Council updates and welcomes input from the congregation.  Please let 
us know if there’s additional information that you would like to see included in future Council Notes. 

In His Peace and Service, 

Steve Leonard 
 Council Chair   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=HRzW7fWg&id=F6EAF37E2BE25C5D0B50388F12E8A7DB2BDFD1ED&thid=OIP.HRzW7fWgsrJKV9T6HDgs9wHaEs&mediaurl=http://www.christlutheranit.org/images/church_council.jpg&exph=380&expw=600&q=church+council+minutes&simid=608004471808655600&selectedIndex=1
http://www.dumc.net/
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Connie’s Corner 
Dear Christian Friends, 
 

The Vernal Equinox occurred at 12:15 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 20 March.  Easter occurs on the first 

Sunday following the first full moon after the 
Vernal Equinox.   This year, the first full moon 
after the Vernal Equinox occurs on 31 March, 

making it a blue moon (the second full moon in a 
calendar month).   Not only that, but this is the 

second blue moon of the year, and that hasn’t 
happened since 1990 and won’t happen again 

until 2037.  I asked Google how long it’s been 
since Easter was preceded by a blue moon, and it 
wouldn’t tell me. Oh well. 

Both Passover and Easter occur after the first full 
moon in spring.  Since the Eastern Orthodox 

churches recognize the older Julian calendar, and 
the Western Christian churches recognize the 

Gregorian calendar, Easter can be celebrated on 
different dates.  I understand that as a result, 
there is a move afoot (providing a consensus can 

be reached among Christian churches) to change 
the day we celebrate Easter to the second Sunday 

in April. However, noting that this proposal was 

made in 1963, those who remain in favor of 

tradition likely need not fear and can look 
forward to continuing to celebrate Easter as early 
as 22 March and as late as 25 April.   

Regardless of the date, Easter is about miracles.  
So it is that I associate Easter with the bitterly 

cold, totally clear morning of 27 March 2005, on 
Nauset Beach, Cape Cod.  The ocean was like a 

mill pond, and when the Light of our world 
broke the smooth line of the horizon, the 
phenomenon was totally visible in pure, 

unabridged clarity.  The earth stood still while 
the sun slowly rose to become a bright globe 

sitting on the sea.  Graham and I were blessed to 
have shared this moment together, and it will 

always be one of my most treasured memories. 

Up from the grave he arose; He arose!  He arose! 
Hallelujah!  Christ arose!  Amen 
 

Peace and love, 

 
Connie                                          

 

 

 
 

Forgiven - Sermon Series 

8 – 22 April 
 

When you have really blown it and hurt someone how do you ask for forgiveness? Are there any 

unforgivable acts? Have you ever been forgiven and yet continued to carried the guilt? We pray about 
forgiveness every week when we say the Lord's Prayer, but it is a difficult concept to live out.  

Come and worship with us 8 – 22 April and hear three different perspectives of forgiveness. 
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Card Ministry 
 

Join us for a Card Making Ministry Workshop. It is sure to be a wonderful time of fellowship and crafting 
as we make cards to be used in the church office. If interested, please contact Pat Brodsky to reserve your 
spot and get her address: 410-573-1137, pbrodsky123@verizon.net. We need an exact number of attendees 

in order to have enough supplies. The next card making day will be 20 April.  
 

  
 

  

 

 

 
 

      
 

 

VBS is coming for children 4 years old through kids entering sixth grade.  The children going into 
fifth and sixth grade will go on three field trips.  Dinner is provided Monday through Thursday, and 

Friday is a potluck.  Registration forms will be available by the end of April.  If you are interested in 
helping or have questions, please contact the Coordinator for Religious Education, Amy Burgess, at 
410-798-5680 x 30 between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday or e-mail her at 

DRE@hfccmail.org. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

18 – 22 June at 

Holy Family Catholic Church 

From 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
 

mailto:pbrodsky123@verizon.net
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Worship Design Studio 
 

 

The Work of the People 

Our church is embarking on an exciting journey of learning and inspiration about our worship 
through a subscription to an on-line resource called Worship Design Studio that will guide us as we 

discern how best to enhance what we already do while honoring our great Christian tradition of 
worship. 

The Greek word for worship–leitourgia–literally means “the work of the people.” The underlying 
principal in the Worship Design Studio is that planning worship should also be the work of the 

people, as well as what we do in our weekly worship. So this virtual online learning and planning 
application will help more of us be involved in evaluating and planning our worship. 

We aim for worship that is M-M-Good - meaningful and memorable. It has meaning when the faith 

story connects with our life stories, and it is memorable when the way we tell those stories sticks 
with us beyond the time and place of worship. Worship that is meaningful and memorable is 

worship that shapes our lives outside of worship as well and draws people into a closer relationship 
with God. 

Pastor Wendy is collecting M-M-Good worship stories. Remembering the meaningful and 
memorable moments of worship will help the team understand what sticks with us. 

Email PastorWendyvv@gmail.com or text to 410-707-5530 to share your experience. 

 
 

 

mailto:PastorWendyvv@gmail.com
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Music Events   
 

 
 
 

Hearts were moved as we listened to the voices from those at the foot of Jesus' cross. We heard the 
stories of loss, but also of redemption, transformation, and hope. We are grateful for the dedicated 
work of Bob Waddell, our director, Hugh Brodsky, our pianist, and the men and women of the 

cantata performance choir. The scriptures came alive through their music and drama. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Times Are Changing 

On 11 March as we sprang forward into 

daylight savings time, the children contributed 
to worship with song and actions.  It has been 

a long time since DUMC has had a children's 
choir, but times are changing. Many families 
are choosing our congregation as their home 

for Christian growth. The children delighted in 
sharing their talents with us. Our music 

director, Bob Waddell, slips out of the 9 a.m. 
worship service to teach songs to the children 

in Sunday school.  
 
Keep your eyes open for their next production! 
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Strawberry Festival  

There will be a meeting for coordinators and anyone else interested in helping with 
the festival on Wednesday 4 April at 7 p.m. in the Annex.  If you are a coordinator 

and can not make it, please let me know.  We are in need of someone to oversee the 

strawberry shortcake table. 
 

HELP IS NEEDED AS FOLLOWS 

Sign up sheets will be available on Sunday, 6 May during coffee hour. 
 

1. Pick berries Thursday and Friday, 17 and 18 May for freezer jam and Friday, 25 May for pies and 

strawberry shortcakes.  Youth can pick after school on 25 May beginning at 2:30 p.m., and if adults 
are willing to pick, they can come anytime on Friday but must let the Hopkins know they are picking 

for the festival. 

2. Friday after 5 p.m., we will be cleaning berries and making cheesecakes. The youth will be starting 
the setup of canopies and tables outside. 

3.  Saturday morning we need help making pies starting at 7 a.m. and finishing the set up (9 a.m.). 

4. If strawberries are available for picking before 25 May and anyone wants to pick  some in advance, 

that would be great.  They will need to be cleaned, cut up, and frozen as well.  We may pick some at 
Bobby Chase’s fields, too. 

5. If you or a friend are interested in setting up a craft table, please contact Brenda Klein at 410-991-
0567 or e-mail her at cruiselady976@gmail.com.  The fee is $20 per table. 

Please contact Debby at 410-798-6901 or e-mail her at mathtutor5@verizon.net. or text 443-716-
5077 with any questions. 

 
Submitted by:  Debby Wasson 

 

S 
 

Sunshine Committee  
  
We are trying to make sure more folks get visits now that the numbers needing our attention have 
been increasing.    If you would like to help with visitations and join our group, please contact Debby 

Wasson at mathtutor5@verizon.net, call 410-798-6901 or text 443-716-5077. We will be meeting bi-
monthly, and the next meeting is Wednesday, 30 May at 11:30 at Elaine Lancaster’s home.  Lunch 

will be provided – come join us!       
 

mailto:mathtutor5@verizon.net
mailto:mathtutor5@verizon.net
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DAVIDSONVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 
presents the Twenty Second Annual  

“Fairways of Faith” 
A Golf Tournament 
Monday, 7 May 2018 at 
Crofton Country Club 
1691 Crofton Parkway, Crofton, MD 21114 
 

7:15 a.m. REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 8:00 a.m. SHOTGUN START 
TEAM PLAY – CAPTAIN’S CHOICE 
$120 PER PERSON - INCLUDES GREENS FEE, CART, BREAKFAST, LUNCH, REFRESHMENTS 

AND PRIZES! 

* 4 GOLFERS PER TEAM * LIMITED TO 34 TEAMS 
=> “At-The-Turn” PUTTING CONTEST 
=> PRIZES AT EACH PAR 3 AND FOR LONGEST DRIVE 
=> The first hole-in-one on #9 wins a NEW LEXUS AUTOMOBILE 
LUNCH AND PRIZES 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF PLAY 
**In addition to team prizes for 1st and 2nd, the “Carpenter’s Cup” will be awarded to the 
winning Church Team 
FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION, SEE http://www.dumc.net , OR CONTACT: 
DUMC 410-798-5511 or Joe Niemann 410-353-0018 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SEND COMPLETED FORMS and CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Davidsonville United Methodist 
Church – UMM or (DUMC - UMM) P.O. Box 370, Davidsonville, Maryland 21035 
If a Church Team, Church Name: _______________________  
Captain Phone Contact: ___________________________ 
 
Name:____________________(Captain) Phone: ______________ Email: ________________________ 
 
Name:___________________________ Phone: ______________ Email: ________________________ 
 
Name:___________________________ Phone: _________ _____ Email: ________________________ 
 
Name:___________________________ Phone: _________ _____ Email: ________________________ 
 
Proceeds from this event will be used to support the youth Service Project which 
responds to the housing needs of the economically and physical disadvantaged and 
other youth ministries.
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I Can Only Imagine  

 

The song "I Can Only Imagine," by Mercy Me has been a source of hope for so many people... often in the midst of 
some of life's most challenging situations. It only took minutes to write, but it is based on Bart Millard's lifetime of 
struggles. How can you forgive someone who has hurt you so deeply? Can faith actually change a monstrous 
person? How can badly broken relationships be mended? 
This great movie is showing at the Bow Tie Harbor 9 Theater, 2474 Solomons Island Road in Annapolis. Pastor 
Wendy is planning on using illustrations from the movie in her sermons. 

 

The United Methodist Women will meet on Saturday, 14 April at 9 a.m. at UR Burger on Mitchell's 
Chance Rd. in Edgewater.   Please join us for breakfast and planning. 

 

 

                    
 
 

Sunday School Update 
The last day of Sunday school will be on 20 May. We will begin fall classes on 23 September, and there will be three 
classes during the first service: a three and four year old class, a kindergarten and first grade class, and a second 
through fifth grade class.  The middle school/high school class and the adult class will continue to meet at 10:15 to 
10:55 a.m. 

Because we will be adding a class at 9 a.m., we will need additional teachers, as well as someone to work with 

Jackie Weavill teaching the older kids -- Don Simpson is stepping down for now, as Sara is expecting a second child 
in July.  If interested in helping teach, please talk to Debby Wasson or email her at mathtutor5@verizon.net. 

DUMC Scholarships 

DUMC scholarships are awarded to members of DUMC and/or members of the DUMC Youth Group who are 
graduating high school. Scholarships will be awarded based primarily on active participation in church activities. 

The application can be found on the next page and on the church website and are due by Sunday, 29 April. 

Mark your calendars!   

You won’t want to miss our guest preachers on 

these dates! 

15 April - Rev. John Campbell – Forgiven 

Sermon Series 

20 May - Steve Tidwell - Pentecost  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=united+methodist+women+image&id=DD49982047AE978B3B73F0B258A540E942D2ED58&FORM=IQFRBA
mailto:mathtutor5@verizon.net
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Davidsonville United Methodist Church 
To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ 

Ephesians 4: 12 
 

2018 Scholarship Application 
Davidsonville United Methodist Church scholarships are given to members of DUMC and/or members of the 

DUMC Youth Group. The purpose of the scholarships is to assist students in continuing their education after 

graduating from high school. Scholarships are awarded based primarily on active participation in church 

activities.  

Applications are due by Sunday, 29 April. You may submit completed applications with essays to the church 

office (dumcoffice@dumc.net).   

 

Full Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: _________________________ Email: ___________________________________________ 

 

High School: _________________________________ Graduation Date: ____________________________ 

 

Current GPA: _______________________ 

 

Higher Education Institution you plan to attend: _______________________________________________ 

 

Anticipated field of study: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

How do you plan to finance your education?  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Please attach a brief 250 word essay on each of the following topics:  

1. What are your plans for the future?  

2. All of our scholarships are given in memory of the legacy of a church member who is no longer with us. 

What is the legacy you wish to leave behind one day?  

3. How has your involvement with Davidsonville UMC transformed your life? 

4. Please list all of the ways you have been involved with Davidsonville UMC.    
P.O. Box 370 Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Church Office: 410-798-5511 

Web Page:  www.dumc.net 

 

 

mailto:dumcoffice@dumc.net
http://www.dumc.net/
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April 
6    Bess Keller 
6    Diana Schneider 
7     Joe Niemann 
8     Sara Simpson 
9    J.P. Moseley 
9    Becky Robinson 
10  Amanda Cohen 
10  Steven Iannicelli 
10  Barbara Moore 

10  Jacque 
Tomlinson 
14   Carolyn Wilson 
15   Blair Smith 
16  Bonnie Campbell 
18   Jimmy Travis 
18  Sonny Travis 

18   Betty Trussell 
19   Bob Durbin 
20  Barbara Jones 
22  Mark Bowser 
23  Mason Moseley 
24  Cindy Buechling 
24   Jim Hopkins 
25   Joe Emert 
26   Janet Argent 
27   Jackson Sparks 

27   Dixon Wood 
28  Lisa Gardner-
Wasson 
 
 
 
 

May 
2    Roger Vales 
3   Nelson Outten 
3    Pat Shankle 
5    Steve Arslanian 
5   Jeanne Bowser 
5    Howard 
Hardesty, Jr. 
7   Frank van Vliet 
10 Tim McArdle 

10   Pat Wood 
11  Charlotte Maslar 
12  Alex Joya 
13  Ken Baird 
13  Carter Clurman 
14   Betty Spurgin  
15   Megan Arslanian 

19   Charles 
Hollamon 
19   Rebecca 
Hollamon 
19   Raye Long 
19   Joseph Maslar 
22  Grace Iannicelli 
23  Eleanor Sadler 
24   Kate Scruggs 
25   John Trussell 

26  Steve Cornelius 
29   Rusty Lamar 
30  Noah Doney 
30  Noel Doney 
30   Courtney Klute 
30   Susan Lamar 
31   Dane Hall 

  

  

Anniversaries 
April 
1   Roger and Vonda Vales 

2   Conley and Barbara Whittington 
14  Joe and Susan Kidwell 
22  Robert and Florence Ingram 

 

May 
1   Jim and Marilyn Fate 
23  Ed and Lynda Hall   
25 Herb and Mary Wilson 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Betty Beatty 

George Carter 

Charles Fuller 

Mia Henderson and baby 

Karen Hill 

Billy Miller 

Marvin Sellman 

Ann Simmons 

Barbara Stecher 

Jacque Tomlinson 

 

 

Send your prayer requests to 
prayerchain@dumc.net 
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Important April Dates 
4 – Strawberry Festival planning meeting – 

7 p.m. - Annex 

7 – UMM Breakfast – 8 a.m. 

8, 15, and 22 – Forgiven Sermon Series 

14 – UMW Breakfast – 9 a.m. at UR 

Burger, Edgewater 

15 -  Forgiven Sermon Series featuring 

guest Pastor -  Rev. John Campbell 

16 – Council meeting – 7 p.m. 

20 – Card Ministry 

28 – Tongues of Fire Sale and Youth Car 

Wash  

29 – Buzz Off – Ice Cream Social – 1 p.m. 

29 – Youth Scholarship deadline 

 

Important May Dates 
7 – Fairways of Faith Golf Tournament 

12 -- Mother Daughter Banquet  

20 – Last Sunday school classes before 

summer break 

20 – Pentecost – Sermon presented by 

Steve Tidwell 

21 – Council meeting – 7 p.m. 

26 – Strawberry Festival 

30 – Sunshine Committee – 11:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

Mark your calendar for the 
DUMC social event of the year! 

Saturday, 12 May 
Details are coming soon 

May your home be blessed with 
the courage of compassionate 
hearts, seeing the greatness in 
every soul. 
May the garden of your heart 
bloom with even the smallest of 
kind acts, giving your life the 
gift of divine purpose.    

 
 

Davidsonville United 

Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 370 

819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511 

Fax  410-798-6251 

 

Pastor: Rev. Wendy van Vliet 

Chairman Church Council: 

Steve Leonard 

      

Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 
 

We are on the Web!  http://www.dumc.net 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville UMC 

Follow us on Instagram: 

@DUMC-CHURCH    

 
The Lamplighter is published in February, 

April, June, August, October and December.   

 

Submission of material for the Lamplighter 

does not guarantee publication and is subject to 

editing.      

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=flowers&view=detailv2&&id=AF783601EB67D3A2495C7DDECE45EB69F44631D1&selectedIndex=3&ccid=C9D5NU/E&simid=608018510783908972&thid=OIP.M0bd0f9354fc46a2e3f52985be5a81247o0
mailto:caroline@ddminsurance.com
http://www.dumc.net/

