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Our Purpose:   

Knowing, Loving, 

and Serving God 

and Others in 

Unity    

                         PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
How is it with your soul? 
 When John Wesley opened his small group meetings with the 

question, “How is it with your soul?” he waited patiently for an 

answer from each person. Our similar frequently asked question 
“How are you?” is mostly used as a polite conversation starter 

rather than a serious inquiry into a person’s state of being.  In our 
day and age, few people ask about the condition of our spirit or 

soul. We are so caught up in the hurry of work, volunteering, 

family, children and their sports that we rarely stop to consider our 
own souls, let alone the health of someone else’s. Yet, the quality 

of our lives depends on the state of our souls. 

 If we could turn ourselves inside out and have the invisible become 
visible, what would your soul look like? We need to care for our 

souls, as they are the essence of who we are as living beings. 
 Kirk Byron Jones, author of Soul Talk, describes our soul as God’s 

Spirit in our Spirit. He suggests that we can learn to talk with our 

souls. We connect to our God-most part of ourselves, by slowing 
down, being still, laying our burdens down, listening deeply, and 

then honestly and gently welcoming new truths. 
 Steve DeNeff and David Drury, authors of SoulShift, say that in 

trying to save people, we have forgotten to connect with the deepest 

part of a person. We have lost the language for describing the state 
of our souls. They suggest different images or methods to assess our 

souls as soul-shifts that will help us to grow and become more like 
Jesus. We will explore the soul-shifts: Me-You, Slave-Child, 

Consumer-Steward, Ask-Listen, Sheep-Shepherd, and Me-We 

throughout the winter.  
 How is it with your soul? Is it weighed down with grief? Lost in a 

fog of confusion? Weary from trying to keep up with the rules or 

consumed from trying to keep up with the Joneses? Is it open to 
God’s whispers? Are you ready to grow and take on new 

challenges? Are you free? Are you at peace? 
 Come to worship this winter or follow our sermons online and 

learn to care for your soul.  I really want to know – “How is it with 

your soul?” 

Blessings, Pastor Wendy 

LAMPLIGHTER 
        DAVIDSONVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
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The last Council meeting was held on 22 January, and the next Council meeting is scheduled off-site on 25 

February.    
 

 At the January meeting new committee chairs were welcomed that included: Cade Clurman - Education, 
Steve Cornelius - SPRC and Lisa Niemann - Evangelism. 

 There was a church informational meeting held in to learn about the United Methodist “Way Forward.”  The 
facilitators were two retired UM pastors, Rev. Dr. Harold “Chip” Wright and the Rev. Dr. David Cooney.  

We thank these wise veteran clergy for their sharing of facts and insight into the Methodist methods.     

 The Finance Committee and Treasurer have reported that the church is financially sound and ended 2018 

with a surplus.  If you would like further details about DUMC finances, you may ask Lee Matousek or Paula 
Tidwell. 

 The CrossRoads Child Development Center is operating well, under budget and at capacity. Working with 
the Trustees, there are plans underway to replace the flooring in classrooms and the after school/donut/stage 

room.  Security reviews are in process for the areas of the church used by CCDC, and additional security 

measures are being implemented.  Some of the security measures for the protection of the children and staff 
will result in some cosmetic changes to the areas being renovated. 

 A scholarship committee is being formed with membership from the ministries that contribute funds to the 
scholarships. 

 The Trustees continue to work on several projects and will be implementing a Project Management 
Document to provide status and tracking.  Unfortunately weather continues to delay the parking lot 

sealing/striping. 

 2019 is the 175th Anniversary year for DUMC.  The History Committee, chaired by Tim Hopkins, is working 

on several events, and an Anniversary Gala is being planned with that event committee being chaired by Steve 
Tidwell. 

 The Council reviews the church calendar regularly in an effort to keep updated and to avoid conflicts with 
dates.  The calendar on www.DUMC.net is the official church calendar maintained by the office.    

 Some upcoming events at-a-glance:  
o 12 April -- Holy Family Church - Stations of the Cross 

o 14 April -- Palm Sunday Cantata 
o 19 April -- DUMC Good Friday prayer vigil and a Tenebrae Service, 7 p.m. 

o 21 April -- Easter 

o 18 May -- Strawberry Festival 
o 19 May  -- Sunday School ends 

o 2 June -- one service at 10 a.m. with Confirmation and Reception 

o 9 June  -- service times change to 8:30 and 10 a.m., Green Cathedral opens 
o 15 September -- Sunday School begins 

o 9 November -- 175th DUMC Anniversary Gala 
o10 November --175th DUMC Service 

 

The Council will continue to offer Council Notes updates and welcomes input from the congregation.  Please 
let us know if there’s additional information that you would like to see included in future Council Notes. 

In His Peace and Service, 

Steve Leonard   
Council Chair  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=HRzW7fWg&id=F6EAF37E2BE25C5D0B50388F12E8A7DB2BDFD1ED&thid=OIP.HRzW7fWgsrJKV9T6HDgs9wHaEs&mediaurl=http://www.christlutheranit.org/images/church_council.jpg&exph=380&expw=600&q=church+council+minutes&simid=608004471808655600&selectedIndex=1
http://www.dumc.net/
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Greetings from your Missions and Tongues of Fire BBQ Teams 
 

The position of chair of Missions 
remains vacant.  (If the Lord is 
calling you to reach out in service 
to others, this is your spot.)  
However, Missions has not been 
totally devoid of activity. 
 
This past summer, a number of 
DUMC folks helped out with the 
Breakfast Club, both packing 
meals and distributing them at 
three trailer parks in South 
County.  Missions also made a 
$1170 donation to Breakfast Club.  
Another $500 was donated to the 
Rotary Club of South Anne 
Arundel County to sponsor a tree 
in the Lights of Kindness (LOK) 
Christmas Tree Decorating 
Contest.  DUMC’s tree placed 
second, providing a $1065 check 
for the selected charity, Making 
Cards for our Troops.  Many 
thanks to those who decorated the 
tree and to UMW and UMM for 
donating a total of $550 used to 
purchase voting tickets.   
 
LOK, like the earlier in the year 
Quacks for Backpacks Rubber 
Duck Race and Family Festival 
and the Cruise the Bay Raffle, 
raises funds for South County 
Rotary’s Backpacks outreach that 
provides weekend meals for needy 
kids in South County.   Both of the 
latter fundraisers were also 
supported at the $500 level by 
Missions. 
 
Tim McArdle is again encouraging 
participation in the annual mission 
trip for Builders for God.  The 
dates are 16 – 21 June and have 
traditionally been covered by 
DUMC Missions.  The group will 
be returning to the Tuscarora 
(Bible) Camp and Conference 

Center in Mt. Bethel, PA.  For 
more information or to volunteer 
contact Tim at 

tim.mcardle@verizon.net or 410-
218-0074.  For info on the camp 
go to https://www.tuscarora.org/. 
FYI, the Missions reserve stands at 
a healthy $6000+.  
 
The Tongues of Fire BBQ Ministry 
Team had a very successful 2018, 
once again raising about $10K.  
Per usual, 65% of this was 
transferred to Missions.  
Additionally, $400 was transferred 
to Youth Missions, $1000 was 
transferred to Social Needs and 
Outreach, $500 was donated to 
City Serve and $500 to the 
Breakfast Club.  The TOF reserve 
stands at about $3500. 
As there was no need for funding a 
DUMC scholarship in 2018, TOF 
is prepared to support two in 2019.  
(This decision was made last year.) 
Note – A highlight of the end-of-
season TOF Social was awarding 
Member Emeritus status to Betty 
and Adam Schmitt for their years 
of service to TOF.  We wish them 
well, but this points out that TOF, 
like all organizations, needs new 
members.  If you’ve got a heart for 
service to others and want to be 
part of a team that “spreads the 
Gospel, one bite at a time,” then 
we need you. 
 
The tentative schedule for TOF is 
as follows.  (This to be confirmed 
at the TOF meeting on 2 March. 
 
24 February – annual TOF field 
trip to Chad’s 

● 2 March – TOF meeting in the 

parlor.  NOTE – ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

● 13 or 27 April – first sandwich 

sale – to be determined at TOF 
meeting 

● 18 May -- Strawberry Festival 

● 6 July – second sandwich sale 

● 10 August – Peach Festival 

● 14 September – third sandwich 

sale 

● 29 September – TOF social  

 

“So whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it for the 

glory of God.”  1 Corinthians 

10:31 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Blair Smith 
(TOF pit boss, former Missions’ 
chair) 
 

Come join the fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tim.mcardle@verizon.net
https://www.tuscarora.org/
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Connie’s Corner                 

 
Dear Christian Friends, 

 
Well, have the decorations all been put away 

with just the barest bit of nostalgia, and the 
figgy pudding has disappeared from the 
cupboard and taken up residence around your 

waist?  Are we ready to settle in to the 
dreariest time of year?  Have you survived 

January?  That is always my greatest 
challenge.  I have some words to share with 

you, which came to me via (of all places) 
Facebook!  
  

Father God, if today I lose my hope, please 
remind me that your plans are better than 

my dreams. 
  

On 26 January 2008, I lost the man of my 
heart, but I didn’t lose my hope.  Our hope is 

in the Lord.  He is our help and our shield. 

(Psalm 33:30)  On that day, when I faced the 
greatest tragedy of my life, I know; I can tell 

you without doubt, that I did not lose my 
hope.  Please, please, please remember always, 
no matter what …..GOD’S PLANS ARE 

BETTER THAN YOUR DREAMS. 
  

And should you ever forget or for a moment 
lose sight of this great truth, you have a loving 

church family on whom to lean and a Stephen 
Minister who would be there to listen.  Simply 
call the church office and leave a message for 

me. 
 

With Christian hugs and caring thoughts, 
 

Connie 

  

Card Ministry  
The DUMC card ministry will meet on Friday, 15 February from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at Pat 
Brodsky's home - 932 Beacon Way, Annapolis.  Three new card designs will be presented and will 

be handcrafted for use by the church.  Crafters and non-crafters are welcome; no experience needed - 
we train. We continue our fellowship with lunch at a nearby restaurant for those who can attend.   

 
NOTICE:  Card Ministry will now meet every month on the third Friday.  Questions can be directed 
to Pat at 410-573-1137 or pbrodsky123@verizon.net.  Hope to see you then. 

 

New Sermon Series for Lent  

God is on the Move 
 

Jesus didn't stay in one place for long.  His earthly mission was 

one of moving from one place to another.  He also moved 

through every element of our human experience.  As we 
encounter the life and ministry of Jesus, we can't stay the same. 

We ourselves are moved to grow.  
 
The comforting truth of Lent is that as we examine our hearts 

and lives, we find that we are not alone. God is on the move in 
our lives! 

 
 

 
 

mailto:pbrodsky123@verizon.net
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DUMC is celebrating our 175th Anniversary this year. There will be a celebration service in November, 
and to prepare you for this historic event, we will offer DUMC history in upcoming issues of The 

Lamplighter. 
 

Here’s Part 1 with information on Thomas Davidson. 
 
The history of Davidsonville United Methodist Church and the village of Davidsonville would not be complete 

without mentioning the contributions and life of Thomas Davidson.  Thomas Davidson was considered one of the 
early leaders of our church.  He was an ardent Methodist and a devoted member, serving as class leader, trustee, 
and Sabbath School Superintendent.  Besides his leadership, he gave financial aid to many church projects.  Thomas 
Davidson was born in1800 on his father’s farm, located on Birdsville Road about three miles from the village that 
would be named after him some thirty years later. 
 
As a child, Thomas would attend All Hallows Episcopal Church on Brick Church Road.  His father and mother are 
buried in this cemetery.  By the mid 1820s, Thomas was beginning to gain prominence and wealth in the 
community.  His wealth grew from selling real estate, lending money, leasing land, and buying and selling slaves.   
 
In the late 1820s, Thomas purchased land in Anne Arundel County from a Washington, DC couple, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Wells. This 200 acre tract of land was called Bessington.  He paid $2500, and there was a dwelling on the 
property.  This building is now the Davidsonville store.  This 200 continuous acres would turn out to be the heart of 
the village of Davidsonville.   
 
In 1830, Thomas would be appointed the first postmaster of the village.  It was a custom in the early 19th century to 
name the community after their first postmaster or a person of prominence.  It was an obvious decision to call the 
village Davidsonville. The post office operated from the dwelling on the property (not the Davidsonville store). 
Thomas would be postmaster from 1830 to 1833 and again in 1862.   
 
Between 1835 and1839, Thomas would build his future home.  He married Jane Welsh in 1839.  The large white 
plantation home is located on the northeast corner of the crossroads, where it still stands today.  In the early 1840s, 
Thomas would become heavily involved in the starting of Davidsonville Methodist Episcopal Church (DMEC).  In 
1846, he would sell land to the trustees to build the church.    Thomas and his wife Jane gave the land to the church 
to build the parsonage, which is located where our present church office stands today.  
 
Part II will continue in the next Lamplighter. 

 

Our thanks to Tim Hopkins and the History Committee for sharing this information. 
 

 

The History Committee is looking for photos of past church events to put in our new 
DUMC history book which will be published this year.  If you have pictures to share, 

please drop them off at the church office in the next month in an envelope with your name, 

address, and phone number so photos can be returned to you. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ZmTIL/xX&id=1CDB4E1E11570022637E4E497DFDB345DDD31B9C&thid=OIP.ZmTIL_xXPqfzdAW5hVajZQHaGG&mediaurl=https://www.fbcelizabethton.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/175-yr-celebration-1.png&exph=741&expw=900&q=175th+anniversary&simid=608039167220387496&selectedIndex=4
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We Look Forward to Ray Sanford Simpson's 

Baptism on 17 February 
Ray is a fifth generation Sanford Simpson, sharing his 

middle name with his great-great grandfather. He 
loves walks outside, trying to stand, and chewing on 
anything he can get to his mouth. Maeve and Ray are 
best buds, often laying on the floor nose to nose 
giggling and squealing at each other.  
Ray’s parents are Don and Sarah Simpson. 

 

 
 
DUMC is very grateful to the women and men of the 
Social Needs and Outreach Committee who make the 
Senior Lunch possible. It was good to see our many 
friends who traveled from far and near for the lunch. 
 

Sunshine Committee  
At our January meeting, we updated our visitation list 
and set dates for 2019 meetings.  We plan to meet a 
noon in the Annex on the following dates: 6 March, 1 
May, 4 September, and 20 November.  
We hope to get cookies out to folks for Valentine’s 
Day. If you would like to bring some sunshine to 
people who are sick or just can’t get around, please 
contact Debby Wasson at mathtutor5@verizon.net or 
call 410-798-6901 or cell 443-716-5077. 

Save the Date! The youth sponsored Pancake Supper 
is fast approaching. Join us on Tuesday, 5 March 
from 5 - 7 p.m. for a pancake dinner. Drop in for a 
quick bite to eat, or stay the whole time. We will have 

crafts for kids, so bring the whole family. This is a 
FREE meal, however, donations will be accepted and 
will go towards youth missions!  

 

 

 

Confirmation Class will begin Sunday, 17 
February at 10:15 a.m. in the youth room. 

Students in eighth grade and up that haven’t been 
confirmed are encouraged to sign up. Classes will 
be held during Sunday School (10:15 a.m.) in the 

youth room from 17 February - June. 
Registration and a full confirmation schedule can 

be found under the student section of our 
website. Please contact Jackie with any 

questions.  

 

 

Attention Parents or Grandparents of 

Cherub Choir Children 
 

The children will be singing at the 9:00 am 

services on 10 March and Easter Sunday, 21 

April, so mark your calendars, and we hope all 

your little darlings will be there to sing their 
hearts out! 

mailto:mathtutor5@verizon.net
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Our Christmas Cantata was wonderful! The men and women of our special choir worked very hard to 
make this sermon of music heart warming and meaningful. Thanks to our musical director Bob Waddell 

and these dedicated individuals. 

 

 

The bell choir has grown so much that we have invested in additional bells. They plan to bless us with 

their music several times throughout the winter. 
 

 

Marvin Sellman 

Billy Miller 

Karin Hill 

 

George and Sara Carter 

Janet Long 
 

Send your prayer requests to prayerchain@dumc.net 

mailto:prayerchain@dumc.net
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Music Report: Blessed Assurance 

Blessed Assurance is one of the favorite hymns in the Methodist canon.  Composed in 1873, the lyrics were 
written by Fanny Crosby with music by Phoebe K. Knapp.   
Fanny Crosby was one the great hymn writers of the 19th century.  Her output included thousands of hymns 
including seven in our Methodist hymnal: 

To God Be the Glory 
 Jesus, Keep Me Near 
the Cross 

 Pass Me Not, O Gentle 
Savior 
 Close to Thee 

 I Am Thine O Lord 
 Rescue the Perishing 

..and of course, Blessed Assurance.  Born in 1820 and blind from six weeks of age, Fanny overcame her 

handicap and the misogyny of that era.  By 1873, she was well-known in Christian circles and was sought out 
by composers for her lyrical gifts.  She was also proficient on the piano, harp, guitar, and organ and is credited 
with penning The Flower Queen, which is considered the first secular cantata by an American composer. 

 One day in 1873, Fanny found herself at the Knapp family mansion in Brooklyn, NY, as a guest of Phoebe 
Knapp.  Phoebe was the wife of Joseph Fairchild Knapp, co-founder of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company.  The Knapps owned an extensive collection of musical instruments.  Phoebe and Fanny had 
collaborated before.  On this particular day, Phoebe asked Fanny to listen to a song she had been working on.  
Sitting at the piano, she banged out the now well-known tune.  Fanny immediately responded, “Why, that 
says Blessed Assurance!”  She took up a pen quickly and wrote the three verses and refrain. 
 Blessed Assurance has been included in over 900 hymnals.   
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Waddell 
Music Director 

United 

Methodist Women 
The UMW met in January with ten members in 
attendance.  After an interesting discussion of Bible 
verse Matthew 20:14, we discussed plans for the 
Peach Festival and Ten Thousand Villages market.  
Our next meeting will be on Saturday, 9 February 
at 9 a.m. at Panera in Edgewater, and we will meet 

on the second Saturday of the month moving 
forward.  All ladies are invited to join us as we will 
finalize plans for our winter Discovering Our 
World Sunday afternoon lecture series beginning in 
February.   
 
Submitted by: 
Jean Smith, Secretary   

 

Hello from the Green 

Cathedral! 
Good News, the rail is up and ready for all who 
need a little assistance walking on the path. This 
should help you to feel more comfortable. I 
dropped by the Green Cathedral, and all is well. So 
far it has survived lots of rain, strong winds and 
snow -- I encourage you to visit. As you enter, 
magically the outside noise disappears. The walls of 
green bring a feeling of solitude and a closeness to 
God. So, pick a spot, wrap up and, as a song says, 
Have A Little Talk With Jesus. 

"We need to find God, and He cannot be found in noise 
and restlessness, God is the friend of silence. See how 
nature trees, flowers, grass, grow in silence; see the stars, 
the moon and the sun, how they move in silence. We need 

silence to be able to touch souls.” – Mother Theresa 

Submitted by Patricia Cain 
On Behalf Of Green Cathedral Committee 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=united+methodist+women+image&id=DD49982047AE978B3B73F0B258A540E942D2ED58&FORM=IQFRBA
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Christmas at DUMC 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Lights of Kindness 2018 
 

Congratulations!  

The charity Making Cards for Troops 

sponsored by the DUMC congregation took 

second place in the Light of Kindness contest 

at Homestead Gardens in December.  

They were given over $1000 to fuel their 

work for the troops, and Rotary earned all the 

money they needed to supply weekend food 

to children in need for another season. 
 

Your support was a bright kindness to many people.  
 

 
 

 
 

 



12 

 

  
February 
4     Max Covington 
4     Evelyn Fincher 
9     Gwen Purcell 
9    Caroline Wallander 
10   Dan Colacicco 
13   Tim Hopkins 
16   Matthew Cobb 
16   Annette Graves 
16   Barbara Whittington 
17  Bill King 
18  Carol Chell 
18   Amanda Marie Klute 
24   Lisa Alexander 

24  Georgia McArdle 
29  Carmen Tartaglia 
 
 
 
 

March 
1  Kathy Gabler 
3   Wendy van Vliet 
4   Dave Schwenker 
7  Tyler Cohen  
7    Norma Ingram 
7    Davis Peck 
8    Barbara Emert 
8   Kennady Moseley 
9    Nancy Covington 
9    Cindy Wratchford 
12  Vonda Vales 
13  Chad Moeslein 
15   George Carter 

16   Dorothy Beard 
16  Julien Pierru 
17  Jo Layne 
21  Hannah Travis 
21  Sydney Travis 

 

 
22   Jenna Alexander 
22   Zachary Alexander 
28  Silas Hester 
26  Athena Wasson 
29   Christopher Scruggs 

 
 

Anniversaries 
14  February -   Joe and Lisa Niemann 

 

Important February Dates 
2 – UMM Breakfast, 8 a.m. 

6 – Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 
8 – 10 ROCK Youth Retreat 

13 – Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 
17 – Blood Pressure Screening, 10 a.m. 

20 – Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Important March Dates 
2 – UMM Breakfast, 8 a.m. 
3 – Youth Sunday, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

5 – Pancake Supper, 5 p.m. 
      Youth Council, 6:30 p.m. 

6 – Ash Wednesday Services, Times TBD 
6 – Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 

10 – Youth Group Trip to Lovely Lane UMC 
10 – God is on the Move - new sermon series 

begins 
13 – Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 

17 – Blood Pressure Screening, 10 a.m. 
27 – Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

*Watch for information on Soup for Soul, 

Wednesday evenings beginning 13 March and 
Sundays at noon following church beginning 10 
March.* 

 

DUMC 
P.O. Box 370; 819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511 

Pastor: Rev. Wendy van Vliet 

Chairman Church Council: 

Steve Leonard 

Lamplighter Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  - 

caroline@ddminsurance.com 

 
The Lamplighter is published in February, April, 

June, August, October and December. Submission 

of material for the Lamplighter does not guarantee 

publication and is subject to editing.      

mailto:caroline@ddminsurance.com

