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Our Purpose:   
Knowing, 
Loving, and 

Serving God 
and Others in 
Unity        

                 PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
Advent is a time to slow down and connect to the Lord. It isn’t 

simply an extension of the frenzied holiday season. The word 

Advent means coming. It is a season of expectant waiting. It is a 
time when we share in the ancient longing for the coming 

Messiah. We reflect on His coming in the flesh as an infant in 
Bethlehem, into our hearts and lives daily, and in final glory in 

the fullness of time. 
 Right now, many people feel like they are muddling around in 

the dark. Society is full of loud voices shouting gloom from 
every side. Families are struggling with health problems, medical 
bills, under-employment, and loss. Our culture tells us that we 

have to shoulder this load and march on. We are told that we 
are only successful if we earn enough, work enough, do enough, 

and smile enough – unaided. When pain, fear, and doubt close 
in and it seems like nothing will change, despite our prayers – 

wait. Look for the light. Hope is coming. 
Those who walked in the dark 

    have seen a bright light. 
And it shines upon everyone 

who lives in the land of darkest shadows. (Isaiah 9:2 CEV) 

 In the darkest of times, one star is brighter than ever, and His 
name is Immanuel, God with us, Jesus. Just as Jesus showed up 

in an unexpected way one night so long ago, He still surprises us 
today. His light can still shatter the darkness. During the four 

Sundays leading up to Christmas, we will delve into the 
meaning of hope, love, joy, and peace as we journey together 

through Advent toward Christmas. 

 You need not sit in the darkness alone. Journey with us and find 
hope, love, joy and peace in our congregation’s Advent 

traditions: 
Come and share a meal with us at the Family Advent Dinner on 

29 November from 5-7 p.m.  
Enjoy the camaraderie of men at the Men’s Breakfast and 

Christmas set up on 2 December at 8 a.m. 
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Help decorate the Church and share a Crockpot-Potluck – 3 December, 2 p.m. 
Serve others and help with toiletry kits for the homeless, caroling, Senior Luncheon, Christ Child Gifts, or 
Wreaths Across America 
Celebrate sisterhood at the UMW Christmas Tea – 10 December, 1 p.m. 
Welcome the Light of Christmas at any one of our Christmas Eve Worship Services! 

 Don’t journey alone! Come and watch, wait, and travel with us toward the brightest star of all. 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Wendy 
 

Thank you for the Financial Peace University Series 
I was dragged to Financial Peace University at DUMC. Not kicking and screaming, but in that grumpy 
spouse way: arms folded and polite smile. Now, at the end of the course, I know it was one of the 

smartest things my wife and I have ever done.  

Every couple knows they need to save, but we had no idea how. Saving, for me, was like being told "you 

need to build a cabinet." I don't disagree -- cabinets are important -- but I'm not a carpenter. There's 

plenty of information out there on borrowing and investing, because every time you do either of those, 
someone gets a cut. But there's just not that much good reliable information on the very basic activities of 

personal finance: planning, budgeting, saving, and holding on to a cushion. 

Financial Peace did two things for us. First, it trained us in specific ways to think about spending and 
saving, and how to talk through disagreements. Second, showing up every week and doing the 

homework created accountability. We got started on our budget, something we'd been meaning to do 
forever, because every Thursday night we had to talk about our work.  

I'm not a Methodist. We live in Annapolis, and I grew up going to St. Anne's Episcopal Church. But I 

will tell you this: going to Financial Peace University at DUMC changed my life.  

Submitted by: Brendan Greeley

January Sermon Series:  If 

Trading Your If Only Regrets for 
God's What If Possibilities  

 

   If is a powerful little word. Some people are 

stuck in "if only," trudging through lives marked 
with regret. But God wants us to live lives 

marked with possibilities, with the "what if" 

attitude that looks forward to the future with 

confidence. Why? Because the answer to "If 
God is for us, who can be against us?" is "No 

one." God is always on our side. Every day, in 
every way. 
 

Pastor Wendy is excited about leading us away 
from fear, guilt, and doubt and toward God's 

possibilities for our lives. This sermon series, 
inspired by Mark Batterson's book If and based 

on scripture from Romans 8, begins 7 January. 
 

 

 

 
Charles Fuller Marvin Sellman   Billy Miller 

Send your prayer requests to 

prayerchain@dumc.net 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=iJNoMZWP&id=2DCA3AFC284F9F309C0935CD9F7A4D05D1CE02C5&thid=OIP.iJNoMZWPqpSA5tjSMkaWJwC4Es&mediaurl=http://www.ebookmall.com/Public/Images/Products/ProductPage/1/1493404113.jpg&exph=317&expw=195&q=mark+batterson+book+if&simid=608016922584943482&selectedIndex=5
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The UMW's Annual Christmas Tea will be 
held on 10 December at 1 p.m. at the home 
of Lisa Niemann. All women are invited for 
an afternoon of fun, food, and song. Please 
bring a dish to share and a friend! The 
tradition of receiving an angel ornament 
continues, and this year’s ornament is 
really special. Transportation will be 
provided from DUMC at 12:45.  

Lisa’s address is 1011 Howard Grove 
Court, phone 410-956-6506 or 210-353-
0018. Please come and delight in an 
afternoon of fellowship, and enjoy the 
Joyous Season of Christmas.    

 

Music Report 

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Charles Wesley composed this hymn in 1744.  Charles, the brother of John Wesley, was inspired by 

words from the Jewish Bible, specifically the book of Haggai. This book was written about the Jewish 
people returning to the Holy Land from Babylon after the great captivity.  The prophet Haggai referred 
to the return of a Jewish king which Wesley reinterpreted to the coming of Jesus.  

Wesley, of course, was the great Protestant hymn writer of the 18th century.  Other hymns penned by 
him include Christ the Lord is Risen Today, Hark the Herald Angels Sing, and O For a Thousand 

Tongues to Sing among others. This particular hymn was written between his sojourn to Georgia in the 
English colonies and his return to England and eventual marriage in 1749.   

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus (CTLEJ) is listed as hymn #192 in the old Methodist hymnal and 
#196 in our current hymnal.  It is set to the tune “Hyfrydol” which was composed by Rowland Hugh 
Prichard in the 1800s.  It is not known which tune Wesley originally set his lyrics to.  “Hyfrydol” 

remains today as the most common setting.  This tune is also the setting for #648 in our hymnal, God 
the Spirit, Guide and Guardian. 

CTLEJ was intended by Wesley to be an Advent hymn, and he included it in a collection entitled 
Hymns for the Nativity of Our Lord.  It has also been sung to prophesize the Second Coming of our Lord. 

Below is a performance of the hymn: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1oy2aCXpRRA 

Also a surprising contemporary a capella version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAGE1Es8IPs 
And if you would like to hear this hymn sung to a different tune, check out this wonderful 

performance: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEd0uWnDGs 

 
Submitted by: Bob Waddell 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+tea&view=detailv2&&id=76D722F465FDB298B1F81160CD6FA0B1852EFD6F&selectedIndex=41&ccid=Q3YsUn7X&simid=608039057685742596&thid=OIP.M43762c527ed7821272fdcf4da6ec810do0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Z9mgogTO&id=CC2C1D1344E1DB91A8437EA0A4B6898E8C385D1C&thid=OIP.Z9mgogTO2h3VANfNdDDBtgEsCo&mediaurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/VLcTLCCpI5A/maxresdefault.jpg&exph=720&expw=1280&q=come+thou+long+expected+jesus&simid=608046751163288264&selectedIndex=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEd0uWnDGs
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STEWARDSHIP                                                                       

 

 
 

 

The young lady pictured standing with Patricia, 

Marie, and Dot gratefully posed for this photo 
because of our ministry with her. She expressed 
thanks many times as she received groceries so 

she could make a Thanksgiving meal for her 
family. Social workers in our county estimate 

that as many of half of the students in our hard 
hit areas live in homes without enough food to 

eat, let alone celebrate with a feast. I am 
incredibly grateful to serve a congregation that 
mercifully gives Thanksgiving baskets and 

supports our local food pantry. I am thrilled that 
we are part of the Lights of Kindness ministry at 

Homestead Gardens (30 Nov. – 3 Dec.) that is 
raising funds so that children dependent on free 

and reduced meals at school can have food for 
the weekends. We are a congregation that 
believes in helping all people come to know, 

love, and serve God and our neighbors. 
 

 We can be so generous because we are united as 

a church. It takes every person working together 

and giving as much as they can to sustain a 
church. We not only share canned goods and 
Thanksgiving baskets to feed people’s bodies, we 

also share the word of God to feed people’s 
souls. Together we build disciples who can take 

on the work of Jesus and be merciful to the 
hurting people in our neighborhood. 

 

 A strong church is like a school or deployment 
center for disciples and requires donations to 

remain strong. Weekly offerings are used to 
maintain the building and pay staff so that we 

have a center and good people to serve. Although 
donations have exceeded previous years, and we 
have kept tight control on expenses, we are still 

$30,500 short of our budgetary goals for the year. 
We have followed our historic pattern of waiting 

until the end of the year to give generously to 
meet our annual needs. 

 
 Will you please pray, and consider how you can 
help us meet our goals and remain a strong 

church that builds disciples who serve and make 
a difference? 

 
Submitted by:  Pastor Wendy 

 

 
Future Administrative Council? Our young disciples 
enjoy fellowship time, too! 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=xprKChCF&id=1FA8764C9A1E8B3EF389EBA2F696343E462F527F&thid=OIP.xprKChCFQjM-YxKzy3fDggEsDI&mediaurl=http://www.bllc.org/uploads/stewardship_away_of_giving.png&exph=588&expw=879&q=stewardship+clip+art&simid=607986454137605776&selectedIndex=0
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All students grades 6 and up are invited to our normal Sunday 

evening youth group. We meet every week from 5:30-7 p.m. for an 

evening of food, fun and fellowship. We eat dinner together, play 

some exciting games and spend time in devotion and prayer. 

Recently we have enjoyed a trip to the pumpkin farm, put together 

Operation Christmas Child boxes and volunteered at Heritage 

Harbor. Coming up in December, we will be putting together toiletry 

kits for the homeless, going caroling to some of our church 

members,  and celebrating at our annual youth group Christmas 

Party!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Youth Events:  
Sun. 3 December: *No Youth Group*| Church-Wide Christmas Decorating 
Party and Crock-Pot Potluck 2 p.m. 
Fri. 8 December: Parents Night Out 6:30-9 p.m. Need Volunteers! 
Sun. 10 December: Toiletry Kits during Sunday School 
Sun. 10 December:  Christmas Caroling and Lights on the Bay 4 p.m. 
Sat. 16 December: Wreaths Across America (not just youth, all church event) 
Sun. 17 December:  Christmas Party 5:30-7 p.m. 

 

ROCK Retreat in Ocean City, MD: We have just purchased tickets for our 

annual trip to ROCK in Ocean City! This year, the retreat will be 26 – 28 

January.  All students grade 6 and up are invited to join us. We are also 

looking for awesome adults who want to be leaders for the retreat. Talk to 

Jackie for more information and to get a permission slip!   
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United Methodist Women 
 

The UMW have been busy!  We hosted the UMW District Conference in October.  We also hosted the 
Ten Thousand Villages pop-up show and sale (an Alternative Christmas Market)  in November.  This was 
very successful, as the manager of TTV said they took in more money than they ever had at a church sale.  

We appreciate the support from the congregation who attended the sale.  UMW received a check for $900 
for hosting the sale which will go to purchase needed items for the shelter for battered women.   

 
Submitted by: Jean Smith 
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District United Methodist Women Meet at DUMC 

 

The District Meeting of the 

United Methodist Women was 
held at DUMC in October where 

church leaders enjoyed a 
continental breakfast and 
conducted district business. 

Their guest speaker was fabulous. 
She spoke on incarceration, its 

impact on lives, and how we can 
be locked in poor behaviors of our 

choosing.  

The DUMC UMW were 
delighted to host this event. 

 

Small Groups at DUMC 

 

We have several new small groups springing up this winter. 

Three Faiths - One God - led by Ann Simmons.  Ann will be offering a short learning series titled, 

Three Faiths - One God on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in January. The series will explore Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam and how they are interconnected. 
(17, 24 and 31 January - 6:30 p.m. location in the church to be announced) 

  

Never Too Late - led by Liz Hopkins. This small group will begin in February, meeting weekly in the 

afternoons and will include discussion on the major themes of the Bible, as well as how to reconcile 

science and scripture. The group will meet at her home. 
 

Card Making Ministry - led by Pat Brodsky. The group will meet five times throughout the year. Each 
time, participants will have the opportunity to make two different cards.  $5 covers the cost of all 
materials. Save the date for the first meeting, Friday, 16 February at 10 a.m. at the church. 

 

Brunch with the Pastors - Join Pastor Wendy and Pastor Jackie for brunch following the second service. 

Our first brunch will be Sunday, 14 January.  More details to follow. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=muQQDkeA&id=44329E7CD9353D3EE9D36C76CC498EDFB224C138&thid=OIP.muQQDkeAilyGaWctqgSF6AEsB3&mediaurl=https://foothillsuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/small-group-logo-black-S.png&exph=357&expw=900&q=small+group+clip+art&simid=608041927911214365&selectedIndex=22
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CCDC Report 
 
CrossRoads Child Development Center is one of 
DUMC’s most vital ministries. Currently, we 

have 99 children enrolled in our center. Every 
week when they enter our church building, they 

are cared for by our incredible team of teachers. 
Christian education is the cornerstone of what we 

do at CCDC.  In chapel, we are going through 
the Bible Man series, which is teaching Bible 
stories and important Christian values through 

action packed lessons. The kids love the series so 
much, they pretend to be Bible Man while 

playing on the playground. 
 

Coming up, the CCDC team is excited to be 
hosting the Annual Christmas Pageant on 15 
December at 5:30 p.m.  It is such a great 

opportunity to invite the families of our students 
into our church. Each classroom has a small 

performance, and of course, the true meaning of 
Christmas is proclaimed by sharing about the 

birth of Jesus! Many of our CrossRoads families 
don’t belong to a church, and some are not 

Christians -- which is why this is such an 
important outreach opportunity for us to 
welcome them in Christian love. Last year, our 

pageant was such a success that we couldn’t fit all 
of our guests in the Fellowship Hall, and we ran 

out of parking. To make sure that we can 
welcome as many people as possible, we are 

looking for some volunteers to help park cars and 
greet people at the door. If you are able to help, 

please contact the church office.  
 

Submitted by: Jackie Weavill 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

We are 
pleased to 
welcome our 
new 11 a.m. 
Choir 
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In and Around DUMC 

  
Parker Demetrakis baptism 

 

Payton Towles baptism    

 

          
Alternative Christmas Market                      

 

 
Alternative Christmas Market 

 

      
    Alternative Christmas Market 
 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Advent+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=471A6221E60BC34E36662316F642A4101556176D&selectedIndex=14&ccid=l6R6Zr5o&simid=608038276535290969&thid=OIP.M97a47a66be683bc9abfea93ac95983b5o0
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Welcome New Members! 

 
Nancy Barham 

Nancy has lived in Edgewater since 
she was five years old. She worked at 
an animal hospital as a receptionist 
for over 39 years and has a dog, a cat 
and many fish. She was married for 
42 years and is now a widow. Nancy 
enjoys gardening, exercise class, and 
yoga.   

  

Kathy Gabler 

Kathy grew up on her family’s farm 
in Davidsonville. She is the sister of 
Barbara Cohen, and her parents were 
Dr. J. Howard and Harriet Beard. 
Kathy has two children and four 
grandchildren. She and husband, 
Rob, enjoy traveling, sailing and 
kayaking. Kathy is excited to return 
to DUMC. 

 
Blee Mahaffey 

Bio unavailable 

 

 

 
Donnie Monaghan and children 

 
Donnie is passionate about his job as 
a RV Technician.  He had some 
medical issues and is thankful to be 
here to be a father to his children. He 
loves animals, is a people person, 
and is grateful to finally be a part of 
something bigger than himself.  He is 
thankful for the warm welcome he’s 
received at DUMC. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ann Simmons 
 
Ann is an author and lecturer who 

studied and worked for 27 years in 
the Middle East. She retired to the 
Annapolis area, but she still shares 
her gift of teaching. Ann is leading a 
new small group in January. While 
she will maintain her connections 
with her childhood UMC, she has 
become a disciple with us so that she 
can put her faith into action. 



12 

 

 

More Scenes At DUMC 
 

 
All Saints Day 
The candles stand waiting until they can glow 

with God's light in honor of the saints of our 
congregation. 

 

 
 
Veterans Sunday 

 
   

 

      
In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, Pastor Wendy                       Youth Group Dinner  
worked with Father Andy of Holy Family for a 

Blessing of the Animals service.     
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Connie’s Corner 
 

Dearest Church family, 
 
The holidays are almost upon us; and although 

Thanksgiving is early this year, it is a good and 
glorious reminder to give thanks always for the 

gift to come.  I just wanted to share some Bible 
passages with you, and perhaps you would like 

to keep these as a source of joy in time of need. 
  

Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim His 

greatness.  Let the whole world know what he 
has done!  -- 1 Chronicles 16:8 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good: His 

love endures forever! -- Psalm 107:1 

  

Give thanks to the God of Gods.  His love 

endures forever! -- Psalm 136:2 
  

Give thanks always and for everything to God 

the Father! -- Ephesians 5:20 
  

In all things, give thanks with a grateful heart! 
-- 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
  

 And from Ralph Waldo Emerson: 
  

Give thanks for each new morning with its 
light 

For rest and shelter of the night 
For health and food, for love and friends 
For everything Thy goodness sends! 
  
IN THANKS and with peace and love,  

 
Connie 

 
 

 

 

December 
3    Spencer Baird  
3    Nikolas Ostis  
3   Donald Monaghan 

6   Noah Hall 
7    Tom Roh  

13   Beverley Swaim-Staley  
16   Sharon Foster  

17   Betty Schmitt  
18   Chuck Sparks  
21   Sara Carter  

21   Randy Simpson 
22  Steven Tartaglia 

26  Craig Kronenthal 

26  Douglas Wasson 
30   John Wallander 

January 
1   Cade Clurman 

3    Emily Cobb  
3    Geoffrey Wood  

10   Susan Hopkins 
12   Donald Shankle 

14  Terri Joya 
14   Lisa Niemann  
16  John Moore 

16   Wendy Miller 
17  Ed Hall 

18  Bianca Iannicelli  

18   Barbara Stecher 
24  Vassie Hollamon 

24  Hannah Hollamon 
24  Katie Hollamon 

29   Bailey Masters 
30   Linnea Boogades  

30  Peyton Cornelius 

30  LeeAnn Monaghan 
30   Rhonda Ostis 

31  Mason Baird 
31  Charles Fuller  
 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=fbSX7%2bc6&id=8F467069D93EEA8F710C8682AA36924266E54030&thid=OIP.fbSX7-c6lYAVERgg64J_FAEsDh&mediaurl=http://iconbug.com/data/bc/512/826be4e5117c040e1e6afa2404d9fd69.png&exph=384&expw=512&q=give+thanks+clip+art&simid=608040733926623028&selectedIndex=11
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Anniversaries 

 
 

December 
10    Greg and Caroline Scruggs 
21    Frank and Wendy van Vliet 

23    Bill and Bev King 

January 
10    Bob and Pam Durbin 
11    Adam and Betty Schmitt 

22    Janet and Lee Argent 
 

Weddings 
Congratulations to the following couples who 
were recently joined in holy matrimony: 
 

14 October – Martha Gibbs and Mike Payne 
 
11 November – Evelyn Long and Rob Fincher 

 

Important December Dates 
2 – UMM Meeting – 8 a.m. 
3 – Christmas Decorating Party and Crock Pot 

Potluck – 2 p.m. 
8 – Parents Night Out – 6:30 p.m. 
10 -- UMW Christmas Tea at Lisa Niemann’s 

House – 1 p.m. 
14 – Senior Christmas Luncheon - noon 

15 – CCDC Pageant – 5:30 p.m. 
16 - Wreaths Across America – 9 a.m.  

17 – Christmas Cantata – 9 a.m. 
21 – Blue Christmas service – 7:30 p.m. 
25 – Merry Christmas! 

Important January Dates 
1 --  Happy New Year! 

20 – Council Retreat 
  

For unto you is born 
this day in the city of 

David, a Savior, which 
is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 

 
 
 

Davidsonville United 

Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 370 

 819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511 

Fax  410-798-6251 

 

Pastor: Rev. Wendy van Vliet 

Chairman Church Council: 

Chuck Sparks 

      

Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 

 

We are on the Web!  

http://www.dumc.net 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville 

UMC    

    

Submission of material for the 

Lamplighter does not guarantee 

publication and is subject to editing.   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=u1ENh5zI&id=C1D6D801F48D177F7B1F001C5BC494C6E5143971&thid=OIP.u1ENh5zIzsEELrQA9Yr9IgEsDf&mediaurl=https://www.artsyhome.com/goodthumb.php?src%3d2011/04/Laurens-Wedding-Cross-Front.jpg%26w%3d650%26h%3d485&exph=485&expw=650&q=Wedding+Cross&simid=608015964867594373&selectedIndex=7
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=IP568goXCFZZTM&tbnid=eTHOMR-KMMiZQM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freewallpaper4u.net/preview/large/8411/download-christmas-nativity-scenes.html&ei=m26aUvKkGdKkkQfywIDIAw&bvm=bv.57155469,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGmTv6KgcT71BoLJQLG8GWUDaDQTg&ust=1385938939623003
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