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Our Purpose:   

Knowing, Loving, 

and Serving God 

And Others in 

Unity 
        

                         PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
When I heard of the solid trust you have in the Master Jesus and your 
outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn’t stop thanking 

God for you—every time I prayed, I’d think of you and give thanks. 

(The Message, Ephesians 1:15-16) 

THANK YOU! 
I am proud and grateful to be working with a congregation that cares 
about their community. 

 To the men and women in our church who quietly and selflessly lead 
committees and teams – thank you. Without your service, our 
ministries would have no organization or direction. I am grateful 
for your dedication to meetings, details, and getting the job done. 

 To those who minister through food by flipping pancakes, organizing 
lunches, and ensuring that donuts fuel our weekly fellowship – 
thank you. Full bellies fire up friendships. 

 Thank you to the Card Ministry for our birthday, get-well, and 
special occasion cards. You help us send messages of love. We 
look forward to making cards for the troops this fall. 

 Thank you to the History Committee who is working to make sure 

we Remember-Rejoice – and Reach Out to celebrate 175 years of 

ministry at Davidsonville. Thank you also to the Gala team for 
your plans to celebrate our 175 birthday in style in November. 

 Thank you to Pastor Jackie who shapes our congregation into a 
nurturing place for youth and children to grow. Thank you to the 
youth who gladly give back and courageously take steps into 
leadership roles. 

 Thank you to the staff and volunteers of CrossRoads Child 
Development Center for helping children grow physically, 
mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.  

 To the many folk who work every week behind the scenes so that we 
can connect in worship and be powered up for mission each week: 
ushers, greeters, musicians, scripture readers, children’s 
storytellers, preachers, prayers, mission moments, audio and 

visual techs, graphic artists, teachers, nursery care, financial 
managers, florists, communion preparers, visual message 
designers, drivers, elevator operators, and all of those who share 
their faith so that others come to know Jesus. 

 To everyone who initiates and facilitates special events like Golf 
Tournaments and Strawberry Festivals so that others may be 
supported in their faith journey. I am grateful to each of you who  
drew family members and friends into these ministries so that they
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could experience working for God in unity. 

 To the people who work to relieve suffering in our community by supporting Arden House, Bountiful Backpacks, 
Breakfast Club, our local schools, social needs, food pantries, Rise Against Hunger, UMCOR, Lighthouse 

Shelter, Partners In Care, sunshine visits and other ministries of mercy and justice – thank you! 
Our mission is to know, love, and serve God and others in unity and we are making strides to fulfill our mission. 
Like Paul who gave thanks for the congregation at Ephesus, I give thanks for each of you in my prayers. I pray that 
we can continue to reach new people with Christ’s love in new, inventive and effective ways and that each of us 
continues to learn and grow in faith.  
 
Blessings and Thanks- Pastor Wendy 

 

Cemetery Dedication – 16 June 2019 
 

Our Church will be dedicating two items of 
historical importance on Sunday, 16 June after 
each service as part of our 175th Anniversary 

celebration.  The first item of dedication will be a 
granite monument for the 175 year-old rock 

which has the date 19 November 1844 hand- 
carved on its surface.  This date marks the 

beginning of our first church, Mt. Wesley 
Chapel, which was built in our present day 
cemetery.  This old sandstone rock has been in 

our cemetery for nearly two centuries.  
Unprotected from all types of inclement weather, 

the rock is showing signs of decay.  Some of the 
lettering is starting to flake off and if this 

continues, the rock will lose all of its historical 
meaning.  Being our oldest church artifact, we 
must preserve it before it’s too late.  The only 

way to protect it is to enclose it in a weather-
proof structure.  With the generous contributions 

from John Bassford and the Roger Vales family, 
the enclosed monument has been donated to 

house our sacred rock for eternity.  
 

 

The second historical item will be the dedication 
of a headstone for Alice Davidson.  Alice was the 
granddaughter of Thomas Davidson, the founder 

of our church.  In 1960, at the age of 80, she gave 
the Davidson family Bible to us in memory of her 

grandfather.  The Bible rests in a display case in 
the rear of our sanctuary.  She died in 1962 and is 

buried in our cemetery.  Being the last Davidson 
to survive, there were no family members left to 
place a headstone on her grave, so her grave had 

been unmarked all of these years.  Our 
committee felt this oversite must be rectified, and 

a headstone was purchased.  This is the least our 
church could do for family that means so much 

to our history. 
 

 
 
The first service will meet in the cemetery at 9:45, 

and the second service will meet also in the 
cemetery at 11:15 for the dedications. 

 
Submitted by: Tim Hopkins, History Committee 
Chair 
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The last Council meeting was held in April, and the next scheduled meeting is on 17 June at 7 p.m.    

 At the April meeting, general updates were provided and are included in other ministry areas of the 
Lamplighter.  The Council did not meet in May. 

 The Finance Committee and Treasurer continue to report that the church is financially sound, and the 
committee continues to monitor the financial operations of both DUMC and CCDC.  If you would like 
further details about finances, you may ask Lee Matousek or Paula Tidwell. 

 CCDC is operating well, under budget, and at capacity. Most recently, new flooring has been installed in 
the classrooms, hallway, and donut room.   Security updates are in process for the areas of the church used 

by CCDC.  Some of the security measures for the protection of the children and staff will result in physical 
and cosmetic changes to the areas being renovated. 

 The Trustees provide a regular project status report and here are a few items: 
o Vinyl flooring and carpet completed 

o Parking lot sealed and striped  
o Elevator working and passed inspection 

 The History Committee chaired by Tim Hopkins is working on several items for the 175th anniversary, 

and the Gala is being planned by a committee chaired by Steve Tidwell. 

 The Council reviews the church calendar regularly in an effort to keep updated and to avoid conflicts 

with dates.  The calendar on www.DUMC.net is the official church calendar maintained by the office.    

 Some upcoming events at-a-glance;  

o  9 June -  Service times change to 8:30 a.m. and 10a.m., Green Cathedral opens 
o  16 June -   Historic Landmark Dedication in the cemetery 

o  6 July -  11 a.m. BBQ Sale 
o  20 – 26 July -  Youth Mission trip to Tangier Island  

o  9 August -  4 p.m. Peach Festival Tent/Bench/Table Setup 
o  10 August – 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. -  Peach Festival 
o  4 September -  11 a.m.  BBQ Sale 

o  15 September -  10 a.m.-  One Homecoming Service  
o  22 September -  Sunday School begins 

o  28 September – 8 a.m. -  Annual Yard Sale 
o  2 November -    175th DUMC Anniversary Gala 

o  3 November – 10 a.m. – One service celebrating the 175th DUMC Anniversary 
 
The Council will continue to offer Council Notes updates and welcomes input from the congregation.  

Please let us know if there’s additional information that you would like to see included in future Council 
Notes. 

In His Peace and Service, 
Steve Leonard  

Council Chair   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=HRzW7fWg&id=F6EAF37E2BE25C5D0B50388F12E8A7DB2BDFD1ED&thid=OIP.HRzW7fWgsrJKV9T6HDgs9wHaEs&mediaurl=http://www.christlutheranit.org/images/church_council.jpg&exph=380&expw=600&q=church+council+minutes&simid=608004471808655600&selectedIndex=1
http://www.dumc.net/
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DUMC Youth Mission Trip 
 
Please keep our DUMC Youth Mission Team in your prayers.  Our team is headed to Tangier 
Island, 20 – 26 July. Tangier Island, also known as the “Sinking Island,” is found in the middle of 

the Chesapeake Bay. The island is home to 700 locals, who have a strong lineage and connection to 
the island. The economy is dependent on a declining fishing industry, which leaves many residents 

without the resources and income to maintain their homes. In our time on the island, we will be 
partnering with Swain Memorial UMC, to help restore some of the homes in the community. Our 

team will be staying at the church and living the island life alongside the locals.  
 

 

 
Card Ministry 
 

Did you know that DUMC has its very own 
Card Ministry?  Well, we do! 

Each month on the third Friday, we gather at 
Pat Brodsky’s house to make greeting cards 
that can be sent to members for birthday, get 

well, and thinking of you.   

We enjoy the craft, but more importantly, we 

enjoy the fellowship.  After our hard work on 
cards, we go to a nearby restaurant for lunch 

to continue the fellowship.  If you are 
interested, please let Pat know.   
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Kyle Durbin Receives Doctor of Ministry 
       

 

Congratulations to our very own Kyle Durbin who recently received his Doctor of Ministry degree 
fromWesley Theological Seminary. He is to be ordained as a full-member Elder in the United Methodist 
Church on Friday, 31 May at Annual Conference. 

Kyle grew up at DUMC and participated in many ministries. After graduating from the University of 
Maryland with a bachelor’s degree in theatre, he was hired as DUMC’s youth pastor. Kyle co-founded 
Cornerstone Theatre producing over a dozen shows. 

He began the ordination process and earned a Master of Divinity degree from Wesley Theological Seminary 
in 2012. Kyle was appointed senior pastor at Centenary UMC in Shadyside in 2013. He accepted an 
appointment as senior pastor to Frostburg UMC in 2016 where he resides with his wife, Joanna, and children, 
Harrison and Penelope. 

We are so honored to have witnessed Kyle’s faith journey. From your DUMC family, congratulations, Dr. 
Durbin!   

Fairways of Faith 
Crofton Country Club hosted DUMC’s 23rd annual Fairways of Faith golf tournament.  The event was 
organized by the United Methodist Men to support the church’s Youth Service Project, repairing homes for 
families in Tangier Island. A special thank you to Joe Neiman for organizing this event and to all of those 
who participated as well as to our corporate sponsors. 
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Thank You, Volunteers! 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who put in countless hours preparing for the Strawberry Festival.  

Not only is the day of the festival a lot of work, but for weeks leading up to the event, several of our 
church members were at work getting ready. Thank you to our strawberry pickers, jam makers, 

cheesecake and pie makers. Thank you to our TOF BBQ team and the UMM team. Thanks to the 
UMW ladies for coordinating the bake table. Thank you parkers and traffic directors. And a huge 
thank you to our students for all their hard work. It takes many many people to pull off a festival, so, 

thank you to all of you who made our 33rd Annual Strawberry Festival such a success!  
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Connie’s Corner 
 

Dear Christian Friends, 
Here we are embarking on a new summer. Time 

for fun, relaxation, and adventure. Time to do 
things never done before and time to go places 
never before seen. Time to make new memories 

and move on. Time to taste a little sunshine 
mixed with a splash of warm rain (but only at 

night).  And, of course, the best bit about summer 
is that it’s over before you have a chance to get 

tired of it.  I guess I’m personalizing a tad to 
speak about moving on.  Sigh. 

As Lucy said to Charlie Brown, “Sorry I missed 

that catch, I just got to thinking about how many 
others I’d missed, and the past got in my eyes.”  

Before you kiss today goodbye, remember the 
friend you have in Jesus who held your hand 

through the yesterdays, carried you through 
today, and will walk with you every step of 
tomorrow.  Make sure you take him on every 

step of every journey, and don’t let the past get in 
your eyes! 

Peace and love,              

Connie        

  
                          

 

 

Senior Luncheon 

 
 
The Social Needs and Outreach Committee 

invites all seniors to the summer Senior 
Luncheon on Wednesday, 26 June from 12 p.m. 

– 3 p.m.  
Bring a friend and enjoy good food and 

fellowship!   
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Our next blood drive is Monday, 3 June from 
1:30 p.m. -7:00 p.m.  

 
You can sign up by visiting redcrossblood.org, 
and use Sponsor Code: davidsonvilleumc. 
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Welcome to our Newest Members 
 

 

Eleanor and Lucy Taylor were baptized 5 May.  

 
Lonnie and Tara Taylor live in Edgewater and have been happily 
married for 11 years. They have two girls: Eleanor, 4, and Lucy, 10 

months. Eleanor currently attends CCDC. Lonnie was raised in 
Dunkirk, served in the United States Air Force and works for the 
Department of Defense. Tara is from Thurmont and is a stay at 

home mom. Tara and Lonnie both enjoy golfing, going to the beach 
and spending time with family. They have been attending services 

here since the beginning of the year.  

 

 

Bennett Michael Demetrakis, son of Michael and Kasey 

Demetrakis, was baptized on 28 April. His godparents are Lauren 
Parmer, Randy McWilliams and Kristie McWilliams. He is the 

family's third child to be baptized here. 

 

We were honored to baptize Everett James 

Wasson on 26 May. Everett was born in September 

with a condition called Congenital Pulmonary 
Airway Malformation (CPAM). During pregnancy, 

some abnormal lung tissue formed into a mass his 

lungs making it hard for him to breath. The doctors 
at John Hopkins were able to remove it 

successfully. Everett is a resilient, happy child, 

much loved by his family who are very grateful for 
our prayers over the past several months.  
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Upcoming Historical Celebrations 
 
This year DUMC is celebrating its 175 year of 
ministry. Throughout the year we will be celebrating 
this huge milestone by Remembering the past, 
Rejoicing in the present, and Reaching out toward 
the future. Mark your calendar and join us as we 
honor this monumental year in various ways. 

 D E D I C A T I O N  O F  H I S T O R I C  L A N D M A R K S  
S UNDA Y ,  16  J UN E ( B ET W EEN  WO R S HI P  
S ER V I C ES )  

We will be dedicating two historical landmarks in the 
cemetery; see Page 2 for details. 

H Y M N  S I N G  S UNDAY ,  21  J U LY  ( DUR I NG 
WO R S HI P  S ER V I C ES )  

Join us for an old fashioned hymn sing. We will be 
doing a hymn sing in both services in celebration of 
our 175th year in ministry. Do you have a favorite 
hymn or worship song you would like us to sing? Let 
us know. We can’t promise we will sing all of them, 
but we will pick several favorites from the 
congregation.  

R E D E D I C A T I O N  O F  E D U C A T I O N  W I N G  
S UNDA Y ,  4  A UGUS T  ( B E T W EEN  WO R S HI P  
S ER V I C ES )  

Reverend John Campbell and Reverend Bonnie      
Campbell will preach at both services. 

H O M E C O M I N G  S U N D A Y  S UNDA Y,  1 5  
S E PT EM B ER  ( 10  A . M. )  

We will hold an old fashioned Homecoming. After 
worshiping together as a family at one service at 10 
a.m., we will enjoy a potluck lunch and games 
outside. 

1 7 5  G A L A  S A T UR DAY ,  2  NO V EM B ER    
The 175th Gala will be a formal dinner and program 
held at the Byzantium Event and Conference Center 
in Annapolis. More information will be coming soon. 
 

1 7 5  S U NDA Y ,  3  NO V EM B ER    
 We will have one service at 10 a.m. to celebrate our 
175th anniversary. 
 

 

 

 
 

                                                            
Send your prayer requests to prayerchain@dumc.net 

Marvin Sellman                Billy Miller           
George Carter                  Sara Carter 
Bob Durbin 
Chris Tucker 

mailto:prayerchain@dumc.net


11 

 

Music Report

 

 “Now Thank We All Our 
God” is one of our oldest 

hymns.  It has a place of 
honor in the German 

Lutheran service as we give 
to the Doxology in ours.  
Giving thanks to God is 

referenced many times in 
the Bible.  You can find 

passages in Thessalonians, 
Ecclesiastes, and Colossians, 

to name a few sources.  Like 
many hymns, NTWAOG 
has a story behind it. 

The words to this hymn 
were written by a Protestant 

minister named Martin 
Rinkart around 1636.  

Rinkart was a Lutheran 
minister in the city of 
Eilenburg, Saxony.  Saxony 

was a small duchy that was 
part of the Holy Roman 

Empire and is now part of 

Germany.  In the 1630s, the 
German people were 

engaged in what is known as 
the Thirty Years War.  The 

Swedish army laid siege to 
the city of Eilenburg which 
resulted in famine and 

plague within the city walls.  
People began dying in 

increasing numbers.  This 
resulted in tremendous 

strain upon the pastors who 
used all their strength in 
preaching the Gospel, caring 

for the sick, and burying the 
growing number of dead.  

Soon Martin Rinkart was 
the only remaining pastor. 

Legend has it that it was 
Rinkart that left the city 
walls to negotiate with the 

Swedes.  Soon there was a 
conclusion of hostilities and 

the suffering came to a 

close.  Upon reflecting on 
the improved situation for 

the people of Eilenburg, 
Rinkart composed the hymn 

we know today. 
About a decade after the 
words were written, a 

church music director 
named Johann Cruger 

penned the music.  This 
famous melody has been 

incorporated into larger 
works.  J.S. Bach was 
especially fond of it, using 

the melody in several of his 
cantatas and in chorale 

prelude BVW 657.  The 
harmony we recognize 

today was created by Felix 
Mendelssohn as the chorale 
in his Symphony #2. 

 
Submitted by: Bob Waddell 

 

Mental Health First Aid 
You are more likely to encounter someone in an 

emotional or mental crisis than someone having 

a heart attack. Learn how to help a friend, 
family member, coworker, or neighbor in need. 

We are holding a Mental Health First Aid class 

on Saturday, 8 June from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

$15 pays for the training book and lunch. You 
don’t want to miss this informative and engaging 

class. Contact the church office for more 

information and to register. 
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In Memoriam: 

 
Eleanor Reid - 1937 - 2019 
Eleanor P. Reid died on 31 March at the age 

of 81.   
Eleanor worked at NIH in Washington DC. 

Later she worked at Montgomery Wards, 
Maryland Comptroller’s office, and was a 
secretary at the Naval Academy for several 

years before she retired. 
She is survived by her children: Maria 

(Robert) Murphy, Fred (Amy) Reid, and 
Donna (Rob) Moore, 16 grandchildren and a 

great grandson; and her brothers William ‘Bill’ 
(Pat) Pinnell, Jr. and John Pinnell. 
She was a former DUMC member, and a 

memorial service was held in May.  
Eleanor was a poet, and we share one of her 

favorite poems. 

 

God Cares – by Eleanor Pinnell Reid, 

1995 
 
God Cares- Just when the day seems dim and full of 
clouds, 

He sends a rainbow, a sign of hope, His solemn vow. 

God Cares- Just when the winter gets dreary and 

bleak, 
He sends a promise of renewal, and buds begin to 

peak. 

God Cares- Just when we think the barn is looking 

very old, 
He sends the plants to frame it, the scene of beauty 
untold. 

God Cares- Just when daily life gets dull and 
dreadfully humdrum, 

He sends us a mountain so majestically glorious and 
awesome. 

God Cares- Just when we think we fully appreciate our 
surrounding, 
He sends us more of nature’s jewelry, His wonders so 

astounding. 

God Cares- Just when our walk with God wobbles off 

track, 
He sends us grace and love, and brings us right back.  

God Cares- Just when we are ready to steer ourselves 
or think we dare, 
He sends a gentle reminder, just believe and trust in – 

God Cares. 

 

 

Elizabeth Chaney - 1929 - 2019 

Elizabeth “Betty” Suit Chaney, 89, an 80 year resident of 

Davidsonville and previously of Gambrills, passed away on 3 

May. 
Betty was born in Davidsonville to the late James and Ida Suit. 

She worked as an Administrative Assistant for the State of 
Maryland Board of Public Works and retired after more than 

45 years of service. 

Betty held many offices in the Potomac District of the Ruritan 
and was the 2001 National President. She was also involved 

with the YMCA, 4H and various community service groups. 

Betty is survived by her daughter, Virginia Chaney of 
Davidsonville. 

Betty was buried in our cemetery. She was remembered by 
many for encouraging them during their teen years through 4H 

and other ministries. 
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Some of our littlest church members help at the Tongues of Fire BBQ sale and youth car wash. 
 
 

  

    

Mother Daughter Banquet 
 
Many women and girls thoroughly 

enjoyed the Mother Daughter 

Banquet organized by the United 

Methodist Men. The food was 
delicious and the men's rendition of 
Beach Boy songs was energizing. 

Thank you to Steve Tidwell and all 
of the volunteers who made it 

possible. 
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Around DUMC 

      
DUMC staff working hard at the Strawberry Festival The end was just the beginning  

 

 
Easter Cantata 

 

 

 
Summer Worship  
Summer Worship hours begin on Sunday,  

9 June. 
 

We will have Outdoor Worship in the Green 

Cathedral at 8:30 a.m. and Traditional Worship 

in the Sanctuary at 10 a.m. 
 

 

Wanted Again: Used Carpets 
 
Several DUMC members gave me their old carpets last 
year.  I put them in the paths between my raised beds, 
and they worked well to control weeds.  But I still have 
one path with no carpets, and several of the carpets I 
used have rotted enough that weeds are now coming 
through.   
So, once again I’m asking for old area carpets to use. 
Runners are ideal, but I can use most area carpets.  I 
cut larger ones into strips.  

You can bring carpets to the farm or let me know 
when I can pick them up from you. 
Thanks, 
Liz Hopkins 
You can reach me at (hopkinsliz@comcast.net or 410-798-
1862) 

Mark Your Calendars – 10 August 

 

mailto:hopkinsliz@comcast.net
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=peach+festival&view=detailv2&&id=E8D610A5D0D36034E7F1432C3FD2A0C6A0495468&selectedIndex=0&ccid=cT87mYYi&simid=608016792950735548&thid=OIP.M713f3b998622593b928983549bd884d8o0
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June 
5   Tyler Potts 
5   Hailey Potts 

5   Don Simpson 

6    Delores Bowling 
7   Eileen Smith 

8   Paula Tidwell 
10 Joan Schulz 

11 Abby Geiman 

13  John Cain 
14  Shannon Long 

15 Florence Ingram 

15  Esther Peck 
16 Kellie Baur 

16 Tricia Moeslein 

18 Liz Morrissey 
19  Cindy Borchelt 

21 Trent Fiesler 
22 Jean Smith 
24  Bob Wilson 

25  Emily Purcell 
26 Jerry Feisler 

28 Claire Stanek 

 

July 
2 Donald 

Monaghan 

5   Nicholas 

Boogades 
5  Harper Cornelius 

5  Angel Joya 
6  Christy Potts 

7   Marty Hanbury 

10 Chip Robertson 
12 Nancy Barham 

12 John Cohen  

12  Timothy Purcell 
13  Chuck Moeslein 

15 Danielle Baird 
16  Jean Ford 

16 Will Stanek 

17 Brianne Potts 

18  Beverly King 
21  Barbara 

Colacicco 
22 Rebecca 

Iannicelli 

25 Anders Pierru 
25 Ray Simpson 

26  Ben Hopkins 

27 Elaine Bassford 
27 Sam Clurman 

28  Lori Heider 
28 Evan Purcell 

30  Jon Hopkins 

   

June Anniversaries 
2  John and Barbara Cohen 

9   Dan and Barbara 
    Colacicco 

11 Don and Sarah Simpson 

13 Gene and Debby Wasson 
14 Lee and Pam Matousek 

24 Steve and Kelly Arslanian 
 

Important Dates: 
2 June – One service at 10 a.m. and potluck 

picnic 
3 June – Red Cross Blood Drive, 1:30 – 7 p.m. 

8 June – Mental Health First Aid, 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. 
9 June – Summer Worship hours begin - Green 

Cathedral at 8:30 and Traditional service at 10 

a.m. 
14 June – Women’s Bible Study Trip to Ladew 

Gardens, 9 a.m. 

16 June – Historic Landmark Dedication and 
Father’s Day  

17 – 19 June – Anchored VBS, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
21 June – Card Ministry, 10 a.m. – noon 

23 June – Youth Boat Ride 

26 June – Senior Luncheon, noon – 3 p.m. 
  

6 July – Tongues Of Fire BBQ Sale – 11 – 2 

19 July – Card Ministry, 10 a.m. – noon 
21 July – Hymn Sing Sunday 

20 – 26 July – Youth Mission Trip to Tangier 

Island 

24 July – Women’s Bible Study Trip to Sight 
and Sound 
 
 

Davidsonville United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 370 

 819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511 

Fax 410-798-6251 

Pastor: Rev. Wendy van Vliet  

Chairman Church Council: 

Steve Leonard 

Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 

We are on the Web!  http://www.dumc.net 

 

 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville UMC   

The Lamplighter is published in February, 

April, June, August, October and December.   

Submission of material for the Lamplighter 

does not guarantee publication and is subject to 

editing.    

mailto:caroline@ddminsurance.com
http://www.dumc.net/

